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of the Chief-Justice of Bengal gave a terrible
significance. Lord Mayo had sternly trampled out
the Wahabi disaffection, and in so doing made bitter
enemies of a small fanatical gang. One of them
struck down the Chief-Justice who had given decision
in appeal against their ringleaders; but Lord Mayo's
immense personal popularity among the natives
of all ranks and creeds led to timely warnings being
sent to those who were responsible for his safety.
During the following months a heavy responsi-
bility devolved on Lord Mayo's staff. They had
strengthened the guards round Government House;
dexterously managed the relays on the Viceroy's
progress through the Hill States, so as to prevent*
him changing horses in any village; altered his route
at the last moment, and without his knowledge,
through the thronged streets of the northern cities,
where the danger was supposed to lie. All this had
somewhat annoyed Lord Mayo, an utterly fearless
man, with a spirit and courage as infectious to those
about him as his untiring energy in work or his happy
laugh. He always maintained that such precautions
were of small use. As a matter of fact, they had
proved ample against whatever perils threatened him
in India from the traitors and fanatics whose wrath
he had personally directed to himself by his stern
scattering of their leaders- Only a couple of days
before reaching the Andamans, he had said, in con-
nection with the Chief-Justice's murder, that 'these
things, when done at all, are done in a moment, and
no number of guards would stop one resolute man's